VILLAGE OF ELLSWORTH BOARD MEETING
August 3, 2026, 6:00pm
130 N. Chestnut St. Lower-Level Boardroom (East Rear Entrance)

Members Present: Trustees Borner (Chairperson), T. Hines, D. Hines, Traynor, and Bench.
Staff Present: Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer Roy, Library Director Meyer, DPW Brand, Chief
Ladwig, Attorney Loberg, Village Auditor Sherwood

Public Present: Kim Beebe, Adam Koopman, Amy Miller, Jessica Bradley, Randy Schuster,
Tony Peterson, others present virtually

Minutes

Meeting called to order at 6pm

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited

Public comment on non-agenda items.

Dick Hines spoke the previous National Night Outs in the Park

Tony Peterson spoke about potholes in the East End alley and the condition of the bridge
Jessica Bradley spoke about the sidewalk replacement and that a section of the curb in
front of her property was broken.

NN

Consent Agenda - Possible Action:

4. Approve payments and deposits

5. Approve Village Board meeting minutes 7/6 and 7/20

6. Approve Street and Sidewalk Committee meeting minutes 7/17
7

8

9

Approve Water and Sewer Committee meeting minutes 7/17
Approve Plan Commission meeting minutes 7/20
. Approve Salary and Labor Committee meeting minutes 7/27

10. Approve Class A Beer/Liquor License for Kwik Trip at 558 Lucas Ln

1. Approve Cigarette, Tobacco, and Electronic Vaping License for Kwik Trip at 558 Lucas Ln

12. Approve a Temporary Class “B” Beer and Wine license for the Funsters of Ellsworth, Inc
MSC Traynor/Bench to approve the consent agenda. No further discussion. Motion
carried, without a negative vote.

Announcements/Proclamations/Communications:

13. Recognition of Officer Madelin Cody for Life-Saving Efforts
Chief Ladwig recognized Officer Madelin Cody for providing life-saving assistance while
on duty. Members of the impacted family attended the meeting and spoke in
appreciation of Officer Cody's actions.

14. Presentation of the 2025 Financial Audit, by Village Auditor
CLA Auditor, Jonathan Sherwood presented the 2025 Village Audit. Results show the
Unassigned Fund Balance has grown by approximately 50%, Water Utility has adequate
revenues, Sewer Utility revenues are not adequate.

New Business:

15. Discuss/Possible Action on Fagade Improvement Program Grant Awards
The Board reviewed three applications for the 2026 Facade Improvement Program,
which had $12,500 available through Village and Ellsworth Chamber of Commerce
funding. MSC D Hines/T Hines to approve awards of $2,500 for Randy Schuster, $4,790
for Trimbelle River Trading, and $5,210 for Just Ka's Cocktails & Cuisine, with
reimbursement limited to 50% of final eligible costs and the approved maximum award.
Motion carried, without a negative vote.

16. Discuss/Possible Action on the Preliminary Plat Application Submitted by GMTZ, LLC (C &
J Builders) for a Proposed Residential Subdivision Located at the Northeast Corner of
North Maple Street and 580th Avenue (Parcel No. 121-01132-0100)

The Board reviewed GMTZ, LLC's preliminary plat for Hines Greens, a proposed 27-lot
residential subdivision consisting of 17 single-family lots, 10 twin-home lots, a stormwater
outlot, new public streets, and utility extensions. MSC Traynor/T Hines to approve the



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Preliminary Plat subject to the conditions identified by Village staff, the Village Engineer,
regulatory agencies, and reviewing committees. Motion carried, without a negative
vote.

Discuss/Possible Action on Demolition Bids for 245 N. Broadway St. and Contract Award
The Board reviewed bids for asbestos abatement and demolition of the Village-owned
building at 245 N. Broadway Street. The project includes removal of the building and
regulated materials, retention of the existing foundation, site grading, backfilling, erosion
control, and site restoration. Bench asked about funding the demolition. A/CT Roy
responded that this expense is unplanned and that there is no funding dedicated for it.
Roy stated that there likely could be remaining funds from the 2025 borrowing or the
expense could be paid by Village reserves. There are two possible completion dates,
August 28" (to align with the Broadway St. reconstruction) or October 30™. Norther
Group USA was the low bidder for each date. MSC Bench/T Hines to approve the
Northern Group USA August 28 completion bid for $86,500. Motion carried, without a
negative vote.

Discuss/Possible Action on Ordinance 725, Interim Zoning Ordinance Amendment
Related to Data Centers

The Board considered Ordinance 725, which temporarily prohibits the establishment,
expansion, or approval of data centers while the Village develops permanent zoning
regulations for this land use. The interim ordinance is intended to allow the Village to
evaluate appropriate locations, utility demands, environmental effects, infrastructure
needs, operational standards, and community impacts before considering future
proposals. MSC Bench/D Hines to approve Ordinance 725. Motion carried, without a
negative vote.

Discuss/Possible Action on Ordinance 726, amending the Building Code to require
permits for the installation and replacement of exterior siding on any building located
within a Commercial zoning district.

The Board considered Ordinance 726, which requires a Village building permit before
exterior siding is installed or replaced on buildings within commercial zoning districts. The
permit requirement will allow staff to review proposed materials for compliance with the
Village's Downtown Design Guidelines before work begins. Bench asked what the permit
fee would be and his preference for a lower fee. Attorney Loberg recommended that the
Ordinance be approved and for a Resolution establishing the fee be presented at a
future meeting. MSC D Hines/T Hines to approve Ordinance 726. Motion carried,
without a negative vote.

Discuss/Possible Action on the sanitary sewer replacement for a portion of Panther Drive
The Board reviewed a proposed $24,784 sanitary sewer repair on Panther Drive, where a
settled section of sewer main had created a low point that restricted wastewater flow
and increased the risk of backups. The proposed work includes replacing approximately
247 feet of sewer main and restoring the affected roadway area. MSC Bench/Traynor to
approve $24,784 sanitary sewer repair on Panther Drive. Motion carried, without a
negative vote.

Discuss/Possible Action on Resolution 2026-05 Requesting Exemption from the Pierce
County Library Tax Pursuant to Wis. Stat. §43.64

The Board considered Resolution 2026-05 requesting that the Village be exempted from
the 2026 Pierce County library tax under Wis. Stat. § 43.64. The Village's 2026 library
appropriation of $196,000 exceeds the estimated $42,520 minimum required to qualify
for the exemption, preventing Village taxpayers from paying both municipal and county
library taxes. MSC Traynor/D Hines to approve Resolution 2026-05. Motion carried,
without a negative vote.

Discuss/Possible Action on a change to the Wall St. parking lot of the East End
Reconstruction due to contaminated soils near Railroad Avenue



The Board reviewed necessary changes to the Wall Street parking lot after the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources identified an area of contaminated soil near
Railroad Avenue that must remain capped with asphalt. The planned tree cannot be
installed at that location, and the Board considered whether to retain the existing
asphalt cap or replace it with a new cap and use alternative landscaping features. MSC
Traynor/T Hines to approve a new cap and for staff and the project engineers to
determine alternative landscaping. Motion carried, without a negative vote.

23. Discuss/Possible Action on State/Municipal Agreement for WisDOT Project 1540-00-
07/77 on STH 65, scheduled for 2031.

The Board reviewed the State/Municipal Financial Agreement for WisDOT's planned 2031
resurfacing of WIS 65 from USH 10 to STH 29 West. The approximately $10.99 million
project includes roadway improvements, a shared-use path extension, pedestrian
improvements at Overlook Drive, and utility adjustments, with the Village's estimated
share totaling $162,940. MSC Bench/Traynor to approve the State/Municipal Financial
Agreement. Motion carried, without a negative vote.

24, Discuss/Possible Action on Grant and Piety Street Project Payments and Change Orders
The Board reviewed Payment Application No. 14 from Albrightson Excavating in the
amount of $286,869.86 for work completed through July 16, 2026. The payment includes
retainage in accordance with the contract documents and covers roadway, curb,
sidewalk, driveway, landscaping, erosion-control, and related project work. MSC
Traynor/Bench to approve the payment of $286,869.86. Motion carried, without a
negative vote.

25. Discuss/Possible Action on East End Reconstruction Payments and Change Orders
The Board reviewed a payment application of $564,691.75 for East End reconstruction
work completed through July 29, 2026, together with two previously authorized change
orders. The change orders provide for a six-inch water-service stub at 410 Wall Street
and abandonment of an old four-inch water main beneath 430 Wall Street, with
replacement improvements to serve the affected properties. MSC D Hines/T Hines to
approve the payment of $564,691.75. Motion carried, without a negative vote.

26. Discuss/Possible Action on the September Village Board meeting date and time
The Board discussed rescheduling its regular September meeting because the first
Monday of the month, September 7, falls on Labor Day. Village ordinance allows the
meeting to be held the following Monday or on another date and time selected by the
Board. MSC Traynor/T Hines to the meeting date of September 14 at épm. Motion
carried, without a negative vote.

Reports:

27. President’s Report. The President’s report was presented.
28. Department Head Reports: Reports were presented/provided by Chief of Police, Library
Director, and Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer

Closed Session:

29. The Board will adjourn to closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes, Section
19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation
data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or
exercises responsibility and to consider employment matters. MSC D. Hines/Traynor to
adjourn to closed session. Roll Call Vote. Motion carried, without a negative vote.

a. Public Works Maintenance hire
b. Public Works Water/Wastewater Lead position

The Board will remain in closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes, Section 19.85(1)(e)
Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public
funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining
reasons require a closed session.



c. East End Alley Easements
d. Crossing Meadows Outlot 2 and Mahn Funeral Home
e. 230 N. Crosscut Property, Jerry Lind

The Board will remain in closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes, Section
19.85(1)(g) Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is
rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted with respect
to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved.

f. Claims for Disallowance — Claim of Kevin Lee Black

MSC D Hines/T Hines to reconvene to open session. Roll Call Vote. Motion carried, without
a negative vote.

MSC Traynor/T Hines to approve the Public Works Maintenance hire of Aaron Campbell.
Motion carried, without a negative vote.

MSC D Hines/T Hines to approve Travis Hoyer as the Public Works Water/Wastewater Lead
position. Motion carried, without a negative vote.

MSC D Hines/T Hines to approve the sale of Crossing Meadows Outlot 2 to Mahn Funeral
Home for $1,000.00. Motion carried, without a negative vote.

MSC Traynor/Bench to Disallow the Claim of Kevin Lee Black. Motion carried, without a
negative vote.

MSC Bench/D Hines to adjourn. Motion carried, without a negative vote.

Respectfully submitted by Brad Roy, Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer



