VILLAGE OF ELLSWORTH

STREET & SIDEWALK COMMITTEE MEETING
June 10, 2026, 5:00pm
130 N. Chestnut St. Lower-Level Boardroom (East Rear Entrance)

Committee Members present: Chairperson Austin, Traynor, Borner

Village Board Members present: Beissel, T. Hines, D. Hines, Bench (virtual)

Staff present: A/C-T Roy, DPW Brand

Public Present: Brad Sonnentag, Lisa Hofacker, Jason Marks, Adam Koopman, and others
virtually.

Minutes

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Austin
Discuss/Possible Action on sidewalk use permits in the commercial districts

The proposed ordinance establishes a formal permitting process for businesses to
utilize public sidewalk areas for outdoor dining, retail display, and (where
applicable) alcohol service, while maintaining public safety, accessibility, and
orderly use of the right-of-way. To adequately implement a program, a permit
process should be implemented. The permitting would ensure public safety & ADA
compliance, liability & risk management, consistency & fairness, emergency access
& maintenance, and aesthetic and community standards. The Committee
discussed proposed definitions, permits, eligibility, design and layout standards,
alcoholic beverages, operational standards, insurance requirements, fees, and
permit terms. The committee directed staff to draft an ordinance for Village Board
consideration with year-round permits, no set hour limit, no noise restrictions
beyond the Zoning regulations, $50 annual permit fee, ensuring compliance with
the Downtown Design Guidelines where applicable, and allowing 1 small sign
without a permit.

Discuss/Possible Action on East End parking limits/regulations

Concerns have been raised regarding whether enough parking spaces will remain
available for customers of nearby businesses. This was previously discussed by the
Street and Sidewalk Committee and staff was directed to develop 3-hour time-
limited parking restrictions for the parking lot and the total East End commercial
district. Time limit parking is typically used to balance accessibility, turnover, and
fairness in high-demand areas like downtowns or near businesses. Parking on N.
Broadway Street and Wall St. (between Crosscut and Morse) is currently restricted
to 2 hours between 8:00 AM and 6:00 PM, Monday through Saturday, per Village
Code Chapter 7.06(6) and will need to be amended. A permit option for the
tenants of 258 and 262 N. Broadway Street was discussed since there is not a
practical off-street parking option. Staff spoke with the building owner of the
apartments and understood this approach being taken by the Village. The building
owner was comfortable with an annual residential parking permit and a fee. The
Committee discussed an annual fee of $250/parking space. MSC Traynor/Borner
to approve the proposed parking regulations for the East End business district with
annual parking permit of $250/parking space. Motion carried, without a negative
vote.



4. Discuss/Possible Action on East End alley

The Committee reviewed the ownership and maintenance history of the alley and
bridge between Broadway Street and Morse Street. Staff explained that previous
research indicated the alley and bridge were not Village-owned, resulting in the
Village discontinuing maintenance responsibilities. Following receipt of additional
historical information, a second title search identified a 1923 deed dedicating the
property for public alley use. The Village Attorney advised that while the deed
constitutes an offer of dedication, it is unclear whether the Village ever formally or
constructively accepted the dedication. Staff reviewed historical maintenance
activities, property ownership, recorded easements, and the lack of documentation
regarding the bridge's construction or ownership. The Committee also discussed
how the alley's legal status could affect future East End redevelopment efforts,
including plans for consolidated public parking. The Committee discussed the two
possible legal interpretations: that the Village accepted the dedication through its
historical actions and therefore has responsibility for the alley, or that the
dedication was never accepted, leaving ownership and maintenance
responsibilities with the adjoining property owners while preserving a public
easement for alley access. The Committee discussed the two possible legal
interpretations regarding ownership and maintenance responsibility for the alley
and bridge. Committee members also discussed the long-term benefits of
establishing a public alley connection, noting that at a minimum the alley should
provide access to the Village-owned Broadway Street parking lot, with the
ultimate long-term goal of creating a continuous public connection through to
Morse Street. The Committee recognized that resolving the legal status of the alley
will be important to support future redevelopment and public access
improvements in the East End. MSC Traynor/Borner to recommend that the Village
accept responsibility for the alley, contingent upon the alley extending at least to
the Village-owned Broadway Street parking lot. Motion carried, without a
negative vote.

5. Adjournment. MSC Traynor/Borner to adjourn. No further discussion. Motion
carried, without a negative vote.

Respectfully submitted by Brad Roy, Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer



