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VILLAGE OF ELLSWORTH, WISCONSIN 
 BOARD PROCEEDINGS 

 8/1/2016 
 
Pres. DeWolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room located in Village Hall. 
 
Members Present:  Trustees Dick Hines; Curt Wandmacher; Michael J. Steele; Kenny Manfred; Rick Sweig; Neil 
Gulbranson 
 
Staff Present: Clerk/Treas.; Peggy Nelson, Public Works Director/Zoning Adm.; Greg Engeset, Police Chief; Eric 
Ladwig, Library Director; Tiffany Meyer 
 
Others Present:  Attorney Robert Loberg, P.C. Herald; Sarah Young, Dale Auckland, Karen Meyer, Barry Cain, 
Todd Straub, Joe Hines, Ayres Assoc.; Jodi Nelson and Gareth Shambeav, Cedar Corp.; Russ Kiviniemi 
 
Approval of minutes: 
MSC Hines/Sweig to accept minutes of regular meeting 7/11/16 as submitted. Unanimous. 
   
Approval of bills: 
MSC Steele/Wandmacher to approve payment of vouchers submitted for audit to date.  Unanimous.   
30750, 30778-30828, auto and P Card payments 
General fund-      $ 244 083.01 
Capital fund-       66,823.60 
Water fund  -     162,991.22                        
Sewer fund  -            32,288.52 
 
Public comment on non-agenda items: 
Pres. DeWolfe reminded everyone of National Night Out to be held on Tuesday, August 2nd at the East End Park. 
 
Approve appointment of Steve Georgakas to replace Brad Ristow on Plan Commission and ETZ 
Committee:  
MSC Manfred/Gulbranson to approve appointment.  Unanimous. 
 
Sept. board meeting date: 
Sept. 12, 2016, 7:00 p.m.  
 
Award N. Ida Street bid for street & utility improvements: 
Russ from Cedar Corp. gave an update on the 5 bids rec’d for the project ranging from $87,632.60 to $122,415.60, 
stating it is their opinion that the Village rec’d competitive bids for this project.  Construction period 4-5 weeks. MSC 
Gulbranson/Steele to award low bid in the amount of $87,632.60 to Haas Sons, Inc.  Unanimous.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS/RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
7/12/16 - TID 8 Joint Review Board – adopted Resolution #2016-10 approving Amendment No. 2 to the Project 
Plan for Tax Incremental District #8 making it a donor district to TID #7. 
 
Plan Commission:  7/18/16 Trustee Rick Sweig 
 
Ellsworth Community Schools - new Elementary School site and architectural design plan approval: 
MSC Gulbranson/Manfred to approve site plan as presented.  Unanimous. 
MSC Wandmacher/Steele to approve architectural design plan as presented.  Unanimous. 
 
Issued a Conditional Use Permit to Steven & Jennifer Albarado, 364 W. Warner St., for an unattached second 
garage. 
 
Public Hearing on Zoning Ordinance amendments; adopt Ordinance #655: 
Changes made to Zoning Ordinance R-2 and R-3 zoning districts to follow guidelines in R-1 zoning district. 
No public comments. 
MSC Wandmacher/Manfred to adopt Ordinance #655.  Unanimous. 
 
Water & Sewer:  7/20/16 Trustee Curt Wandmacher 
-Water tower painting completed and back on line. 
-Still working on Huppert well. 
-25 water valves to possibly replace, most in parking lanes on Main St.  Another valve by Holiday Station is 
leaking on N. Oak St., bolts are being eaten away by salt from the road.  Replacement cost is $15,000 each.  
We will know within the next 6 weeks where the Village stands with the valves. 
-Sewer lifts for standby needed, waiting on cost from vendors. 
-Impact and hookup fees for school building permit; MSC Manfred/Hines to waive all fees due to the cost the 
school will incur hooking up sewer on S. Piety St., which will save the Village money, versus hooking up 
by the High School.  Unanimous. 
 
Finance, Purchasing, Buildings:  7/21/16 Trustee Curt Wandmacher 
-Food Pantry request for funding and snowplowing: 
Merlin Blasidell, representing the Food Pantry, asked the Village for help with utilities for the Food Pantry 
moving to the Walter’s Building at 167 W. Main St. Clerk Nelson checked with other municipalities and they do 
not contribute to Food Pantries.  No action taken. 
 

-Request from Cheryl Rohwedder to donate a vacant lot on W. Old West Main Street to the Village: 
MSC Gulbranson/Wandmacher that the lot is of no value to the Village, we do not want it.  Unanimous. 
 



 2740

 
 
 
 
-Approve Ells. Cooperative Creamery TID 8 funding for building expansion - utilities, parking lot improvements in 
the amount of $80,000 and make application from the State Trust Fund Loan for a 10 year loan: 
MS Wandmacher/Gulbranson to approve funding in the amount of $80,000 and make application for a 
State Trust Fund 10 year loan, working with Ehlers.  Motion carried with Steele abstaining. 
 
Public Safety: 
7/27/16 Ells. Fire Services Association Operating Committee - Board Rep. Trustee Neil Gulbranson 
Meeting was held to discuss and take action on remodeling project.  They are back to an addition for trucks with 
future bathrooms.  Market Johnson has been hired, putting bids out for a concrete building and a steel building.   
 
REPORTS: 
 
Police Chief:   
-Department has been keeping busy. 
-National Night Out 8/2, 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.   
 
PWD/Zoning Administrator:  (submitted a written report, on file) 
-Water tower painting done 7/18, back on line 7/28. 
-Tennis Courts; fencing completed, change order of $200 to raise manhole for drain tile, August 9th earliest date for 
finish coating. 
-Huppert well; approval for a 14 day temporary connection given, quotes for well inspection, pumping, water quality, 
etc. coming in much higher than anticipated, will call a Water and Sewer Committee meeting when prices are put 
together to discuss. 
-Sidewalk and curb and gutter installed 7/18 on Hillcrest and Chestnut St.  Waiting on blacktop. 
-R&R Waste Systems cleaned and TV’ed sewer lines from 7/13-7/20. 
-Village Hall sidewalk and curb and gutter removed and replaced week of 7/18, railing installed and painted week of 
7/25. 
-Restoration completed on new Library/Senior sidewalk. 
-Letter rec’d 7/25 from D.O.T. stated that blacktopping and intersection from S. Piety St. to North 63 intersection is 
still in the plans for 2017. 
-Water leak survey completed by Westrum Leak Detection week of 7/11. 
-Hydrant painting completed in July. 
-New school hydrant flow testing completed showing a minimum of 860 gpm any any of the proposed new hydrants, 
locations on specific locations still on-going. 
 
Clerk-Treas.: 
-Busy with August 9th upcoming Election.  
-Still working with State on 2017 Expenditure Restraint payment, more paperwork required to show 2016 
expenditures reduced by $50,000. 
-Attending Municipal Clerk’s Conference in Appleton August 17-19. 
 
Library Director: (submitted a written report, on file) 
-Youth reading incentive program runs thru Aug. 15th. 
-2017 More Budget approved. 
-6 P.C. Libraries presented to P.C. Finance Committee on Aug. 1st regarding ACT 150 reimbursement. 
-Several upcoming special programs. 
 
Closed Session: 
The Board intends to go into closed session under Section 19.85 (1) (e) for the purpose of deliberating 
or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other 
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, the 
Board will go back into open session and take action on the closed session items, if required. 
-East End Industrial Park land purchase 
-TID 7 project update 
 
7:29 p.m. MSC Hines/Sweig to go into closed session, roll call vote taken, unanimous. 
8:04 p.m. MSC Hines/Manfred to go back into open session, roll call vote taken, unanimous. 
 
MSC Gulbranson/Manfred to give Cedar Corp. approval to proceed with determining usable land on 
County Rd C, north of E. Business Way, doing a wetland, floodplain and topo study, cost of $4500-
$7000.  Unanimous. 
 
MSC Hines/Wandmacher to give representatives from AmericInn until Sept. 30, 2016 to finalize hotel 
project or the Village will consider other options.  Unanimous.   
 
MSC Hines/Manfred to adjourn the meeting at 8:09 p.m.  Unanimous. 
 
                          
          
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
          
 
         Peggy A. Nelson-Clerk 
 


